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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Claims 1-4, 9, 10, 14-16 and 19 are pending and claims 5-8, 11-13, 17, 18 and 
20-38 have been cancelled. 

2. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see page 9 of applicants remarks, filed 10/31/2007, with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-4, 9, 10, 14-16 and 19 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made 
in view of newly discovered JP 04-313949 A (Yoneyama). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. The indicated allowability of claim 9 is withdrawn in view of the newly discovered 
reference(s) to JP 04-313949 A (Yoneyama). Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 
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6. Claims 1-4, 9, 14-16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by the English translation of JP 04-313949 A (Yoneyama). 

As to claim 1, Yoneyama teaches an image pick-up apparatus (see Fig. 1) for 
picking up an image of an object, the image pick-up apparatus comprising: 

an image pick-up unit 11 having a light receiving surface configured to receive 
light the object to carry out photo-electric conversion (see [0012]), and adapted to 
output pixel value obtained as a result of the photo-electric conversion (see [0012]); 

an evaluator 17 configured to evaluate the pixel value (see [0015]); 

a controller 19 configured to control, in pixel units, exposure time with respect to 
the light receiving surface on the basis of the evaluation by the evaluator (see [0012] 
and [0017]); 

a storage unit (comprising 14 and 15) configured to store plural pixel values 
output from the image pick-up unit and the exposure times of the pixels corresponding 
to the plural pixel values, the plural pixel values included in a frame or field, and an 
exposure time of a particular pixel may be different than an exposure time of another 
pixel (see [0012] and [0020]); and 

a correcting unit 18 configured to correct the plural pixel values stored in the 
storage unit based on the exposure times stored in the storage unit (see [0021]). 

As to claim 2, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Yoneyama further 
teaches the image pick-up apparatus set forth in claim 1, wherein the evaluator 17 
evaluates whether or not the pixel value is a value within a predetermined range (see 
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[0015] and note that the predetermined range is between V1 and V2 of Fig. 6); and 

wherein when the pixel value is not a value within the predetermined range, the 
controller 19 controls the exposure time with respect to the pixel light receiving surface 
corresponding to that pixel value so that the pixel value is caused to be within the 
predetermined range (see [0018]-[0020]). 

As to claim 3, see the rejection of claim 2 and note that Yoneyama further 
teaches the image pick-up apparatus set forth in claim 2, wherein the controller 19 is 
operative so that when the pixel value is a predetermined value (V1) or more, the 
controller 19 shortens the exposure time with respect to the pixel of the light receiving 
surface corresponding to that pixel value (see [0017]). 

As to claim 4, see the rejection of claim 2 and note that Yoneyama further t 
teaches the image pick-up apparatus set forth in claim 2, wherein the controller 19 is 
operative so that when the pixel value is less than a predetermined value (V1), the 
controller elongates the exposure time with respect to the pixel of the light receiving 
surface corresponding to that pixel (see [0019] and [0020]). 

As to claim 9, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Yoneyama further 
teaches the image pick-up apparatus as set forth in claim 1, 

wherein the correcting unit 18 is operative so that when the longest time of the 
plural exposure times stored in the storage unit is assumed to be 1/Sbase (N in 
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Yoneyama) and the exposure time of the pixel value stored in the storage unit is 
assumed to be 1/S (Nj in Yoneyama), the correcting unit 18 multiplies the pixel value Mj 
stored in the storage unit 14 by S/Sbase (N/Nj in Yokeyama) to thereby correct the pixel 
value (see [0021] and note that if you substitute N=1/Sbase and Nj=1/S into the 
equation of Yokeyama it would be: Vj = ((1/Sbase)/(1/S))*Mj which reduces to Vj = 
(S/Sbase)*Mj). 

Claims 14-16 correspond to claim 1 but are directed to a method, a computer 
readable medium, and a computer readable medium respectively, and are therefore 
rejected on the same grounds as claim 1 but drawn to a method, a computer readable 
medium, and a computer readable medium respectively. 

Claim 19 corresponds to claim 1 and is rejected on the same grounds. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 04- 
313949 A (Yoneyama) in view of US 5,517,242 (Yamada). 

As to claim 10, Yoneyama does not explicitly teach a display for displaying the 
corrected pixel values in the cited embodiment. However, Yamada teaches an image 
sensing device for correcting pixel values (Column 7 lines 47-67 and Column 8 lines 45- 
53) and displaying the corrected pixel values (Column 8 lines 35-43). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
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to have incorporated a display for displaying the corrected pixel values as it was 
extremely common at the time the invention was made to include a display for 
displaying images captured by an image pick-up apparatus and one of ordinary skill in 
the art would instantly recognize the advantages of including a display to display images 
captured by an image capture device. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dillon Durnford-Geszvain whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2829. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 
am to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on (571) 272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Dillon Durnford-Geszvain 12/5/2007 
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